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SAINT PAUL’S CHURCH. 


a 


HE history of THE PROTESTANT Episco- 


paL CuurcH in Burlington, Vermont, 
doubtless should begin some years pre- 
vious to the actual organization of Saint Paul’s 
Parish in 1830 ; but the events of those early years 
are clouded in the mists of uncertainty and the 
brief existing records shed little light upon the 
subject. 

Unquestionably there were communicants of 
the Church in Burlington for many years pre- 
vious to 1830, and it is probable that occasional 
services were held by various clergymen of the 
Church. Later a Mission at Burlington was un- 
dertaken by Trinity Parish, Shelburne, which was 
itself organized forty years before the foundation 
of a parish in Burlington. 
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It is interesting to note that when afterwards 
the Church at Burlington became stronger it sup- 
plied the Church at Shelburne for some years 
with services; the parent thus being cared for 
by the mature child. 

So far as is known, the first regular minis-. 
trations at Burlington were furnished by the Rev. 
Bethuel Chittenden, Rector of Trinity Church, Shel- 
burne, and by his successors. But the conditions 
were not favorable for missions in those early days 
and a few years previous to 1830, found the lit- 
tle flock at Burlington more or less scattered, 
most of the members worshipping with the Con- 
gregationalist Society. But a dissatisfaction in 
that society hastened an event, which must soon 
in any case have occurred, namely—the formation 
of a Parish of the Episcopal.Church. This disrup- 
tion among the Congregationalists culminated in 
the latter part of the year 1830, when the Congre- 
gational council dismissed the Rev. Reuben Smith. 
A number of Churchmen and their friends then. 
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saw their opportunity and took steps to organize 
immediately an Episcopal Parish. At this point 
the history of Saint Paul’s Parish begins. 

It was on the 6th of December, 1830, that the 
friends of the historic Church assembled in the 
old “tavern,” kept by Col. Harry Thomas on the 
site of the present Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation Block. 

At this meeting a committee was appointed to 
draft articles of association, which were signed 
by fifty-five persons ; among the names being 
the following : Timothy Follett, Justus Burdick, 
Luman Foote, Andrew Thompson, Thomas Hock- 
ley, Harry Thomas, Thaddeus Tuttle, Heman Allen, 
Phineas Atwater, John Jay Langdon, Carlos Baxter, 
Thomas Chamberlain, and Timothy Strong. The 
meeting adjourned for a week, and at the second 
session, [ December 13 ], a vestry was elected and a 
committee appointed to obtain funds for the pur- 
chase of a building site and for the erection of a 
suitable Church edifice. The following were the 
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vestrymen elected: Heman Allen, Timothy Follett, 
Justus Burdick, Andrew Thompson and Thomas 
Hockley. 

The earnestness of the founders is shown by 
the fact that before the following May a build- 
ing fund of $5000 had been raised mostly by 
individual subscriptions, and correspondence had 
been begun with the Rev. George T. Chapman, 
D. D., of Pittsfield, Mass., whose services were 


eventually secured as Rector. 


Rev. Georce T. Cuapman, D. D. 
The choice of Rev. Dr. Chapman was most 
judicious. There were few men, if any, in the 


Church at the time better qualified to organize 


a parish. He was pre-eminently a pioneer and 
loved the work. It was said that during his 
lifetime he founded and fostered eight parishes 
until they had reached a thriving adolescence. 
He had peculiar qualifications as a teacher of the 
fundamental principles of the Church, and by his 
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clear, forcible arguments succeeded remarkably 
in persuading men in error or sin to seek the 
consolations which, are found in Its holy minis- 
trations. 

The first services of the new parish, subse- 
quently known as Saint Paul’s, were held in the 
old Court House—now the Fletcher Free Li- 
brary building ; and Rev. Dr. Chapman officiated 
for the first time there on Sunday morning, June 
12th, 1831. At this service he officiated from the 
Judge’s bench, —reading the service, delivering 
a sermon and Celebrating the Holy Communion. 
The choir sat within the bar and was led by 
General Justus Burdick, who continued its leader 
until 1838, when he was succeeded by Mr. Richard 
G. Cole, who, with his fine bass voice, led it for 
25 years. The music was rendered with an instru- 
mental accompaniment. William Griswold played 
first flute ; Charles P. Allen, second flute ; George 
Allen, his brother, played the violin ; and James 
Mansfield (commonly called ‘‘ Lord Mansfield”) 
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played a bass viol. The members of the choir 
were General Burdick, Hiram Griswold, Addison 
Smith, John Spooner (afterwards a priest of the 
Church ), Vernon Harrington, Mrs. Follett, Miss 
Caroline Deming, Miss Eliza Strong, and Miss Kate 
Kendall. We are told that this choir was cele- 
brated for its excellence, and we may be sure 
that its music was rendered with heartiness and 
devotion. At this initial service of the parish, the 
Holy Communion was administered to sixteen 
persons. 

During the August following that first service, 
Bishop Griswold confirmed in Burlington eleven 
persons, and at the next meeting of convention, 
May 30th, 1832, Dr. Chapman reported that he 
had officiated regularly since the second Sunday 
in June, to full congregations, three times each 
Sunday. The number of families connected with 
the parish was about eighty, the number of com- 
municants was forty-eight. A Sunday-School had 
‘been established, to which one hundred and three 
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scholars had been admitted. The requisite num- 
ber of teachers was easily obtained, with three 
hundred and seventy-seven books of instruction, 
and one hundred and thirty-two suitable books 
for the library. Thirty-four children and four- 
teen adults had been confirmed, a large class 
was waiting an opportunity for Confirmation, 
and the new church edifice, begun in Septem- 
| ber, 1831, was under contract to be completed 
in September, 1832. This building, fronting on 
St. Paul Street, was erected upon land purchased 
of Joseph and Mary Requa, September gth, 1831, 
for a consideration of $600. The material of the 
Church was blue limestone, 

A brief history and description of that first 
Church building can hardly fail to be of interest. 

The architect was Mr. Ammi Young, after 
whose designs a number of residences and some 
of the public buildings in Burlington were con- 
structed. Mr. Herrick, the master builder, was 


at the completion of the edifice much compli- 
2 


10 SAINT PAUL’S CHURCH 


mented upon the manner in which he had exe- 
cuted his undertaking, and our progress in archi- 
tecture is indicated by the fact that this building, 
with its low roof and flat ceiling, was then re- 
garded a notable advance upon the designs known 
in this part of America. ‘This church,” says 
the editor of the Free Press, in 1832, ‘‘is intend- 
ed to exhibit a specimen of the principal features 
of Gothic architecture—a style of building dif- 
ficult and complicated in itself, and which can- 
not be studied to any extent in this country 
(where no proper originals are to be found) with- 
out having access to rare and expensive works. 
It would be ungracious and unjust in us to speak 
of faults in a work executed under such difficul- 
ties. We are much more pleased to join heartily 
in the general voice by which the meed of praise 
has been amply bestowed upon the proportions 
and finish of the whole, and particularly upon 
the graceful gallery, and the elegant work of the 
chancel screens.” The gallery referred to is the 


Saint Paul’s Church in 1833. 
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central part of the one now remaining in the 
church, and the screen was extended across, a 
few feet out from the rear wall, enclosing a 
robing room. 

The dimensions of the first church edifice were : 
length, including recess and tower, 86 feet, breadth 
4o feet, height of cornice, 29 feet, of tower, 75 
feet. 

There was no center alley, but two side alleys. 
There were high doors, even with the tops of 
the pews. The windows, of 8x10 glass, ex- 
tended from the tops of the side pews to the 
height of the present windows. Across the west 
end of the church extended a screen, before 
mentioned, of somewhat Gothic style. This screen 
was divided into three compartments, and was 
approached by three steps. In the central com- 
partment was the pulpit, elevated on high, and . 
entered from the rear by a door in the screen. 
Below the pulpit in front, was a long reading 
desk, in which the clergyman stood with his 
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back to the pulpit above him. Below the read- 
ing desk was the altar, and on either side of 
the altar two chairs. In each of the outer com- 
partments of the screen was a door entering the 
robing room. 


Rr. Rev. JOHN Henry Hopkins, D. D., LL. D. 


Meanwhile, consent had been given to separ- 
ate the Church in Vermont from the Eastern 
Diocese, and on May 31st, 1832, the Rev. John 
Henry Hopkins, D. D., then Assistant Rector of 
Trinity Church, Boston, was elected first Bishop 
of the newly formed Diocese of Vermont. It 
was understood that the new Bishop should re- 
side in Burlington and act as Rector of Saint 
Paul’s Parish. Accordingly, on the 3oth of 
September, the Rev. Dr. Chapman resigned, and 
on the 21st of November, 1832, Bishop Hopkins 
entered upon his new duties. 

The new Church was at this time practically 
finished, and Bishop Hopkins’ first Episcopal act 
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was its consecration on November 25th, on which 


occasion he also confirmed a class of 29 per- 
sons. This event marks the beginning of an era 
of remarkable growth and development of the 
Church in Vermont, beginning at Burlington 
and extending throughout the whole Diocese. 
Bishop Hopkins was, unquestionably, one of 
_ the most eminent Bishops that the American 
Church has ever produced. A staunch Churchman, 
an indefatigable worker, a brilliant extempore 
preacher, he left an impression upon the Anglican 
Communion which time can never efface. He 
was an architect, an author, an artist, a musi- 
cian and composer; in each and all possessed 
of extraordinary ability which he devoted with 
untiring energy to the strengthening and up- 
building of the Church; and it is a proud dis- 
tinction for Saint Paul’s Church that it had him 
as its Rector for ‘twenty-six years. 

In 1831, Mr. Ambrose Atwater presented the 


Parish with a handsome and costly Communion 
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service of solid silver. Two years later, in 1833, 
a pipe organ costing $900 was purchased and in- 
stalled in the gallery ; the same year a large Bible ; 
and a set of Prayer Books for use in public ser- 
vices were presented, and some additions made to 
the chancel furniture. In 1835 the bell, whose mel- 
low tones for upwards of sixty years announced the 
hours of worship, was suspended in the tower. It 
was for many years the custom to announce the 
death of a parishioner by tolling the bell, a survival 
of the ancient ‘‘ passing bell,” and many a time has 
the old bell of Saint Paul’s solemnly proclaimed that 
some soul had been summoned from the Church be- 
low to the bar of God. This bell was also used 
for another purpose. A resolution of the vestry, in 
1838, provides that the sexton be permitted to ring 
the Church bell at 12 o’clock, noon, and at 9 o’clock 
in the evening, for such compensation as he may 
obtain, provided he shall not enter the Church 
in the evening with an open light, or admit 
more than one person with him at the time of 
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ringing the bell, and shall secure the doors with 
proper bolts, etc., at his own expense. 

Before the end of Bishop Hopkins’ first year 
as Rector he confirmed a second class of sixteen 
(besides the one of twenty-nine before mention- 
ed), making in all forty-five additions to the com- 
municant list of the Parish. It must be remem- 
bered that in addition to his work in Burlington 
he had visited every parish in the Diocese during 
the year, consecrated three new churches and 
confirmed one hundred and sixty-five persons, 
besides those in Burlington. At the first Con- 
vention of the Diocese, in 1833, he earnestly ad- 
vocated the need of a Theological School within 
the Diocese where candidates for the Ministry 
could be educated. In 1836 he enlarged his resi- 
dence, which was located at the lower end of 
Church Street, and opened the school. This did 
not prove successful, and in 1839, the superb 
buildings were sold for a debt of ten thousand 
dollars, by foreclosure of the mortgage. This 
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was in a large measure due to the general 
financial crisis of this time. These buildings were 
altered and are still standing, being now owned 
by the Converse family. But Saint Paul’s Church 
grew and prospered, and in 1851 it became neces- 
sary to enlarge the edifice to accomodate the 
increasing congregation. The Bishop, who had 
made a special study of Gothic architecture, drew 
the designs for the alterations, superintended the 
work, and did not a little of the interior decorat- 
ing with his own hands. He painted six tablets 
on canvass, for the three compartments on each 
side of the wall of the Chancel. The selection of 
texts embodied a brief summary of God’s dealings 
with man from the Creation to the Day of Judg- 
‘ment. These texts were painted in Gothic let- 
ters shaded in three colors. He then painted six 
Angels over the six tablets, the expression of 
the countenance of each, being designed to cor- 
respond with the general subject of the text over 
which he spread his wings. The same hand also 


Saint Paul’s Church in 1852 
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modelled the crocketed canopies that project, over 
each tablet and executed the foliaged brackets 
that support each from below. 

This work of the Bishop, in connection with 
what he had done previously, brought him several 
invitations to become a patron of the New York 
Ecclesiological Society. This he thought it wiser 
to decline, although expressing ‘‘the most friendly 
feeling towards its objects and labors.” Short- 
ly afterward this society completed the first em- 
broidered altar-cloth ever made under its super- 
vision and sent it to Saint Paul’s Church, where 
it still remains. 

The re-opening of the enlarged and beauti- 
fied Church occurred on Christmas Day, 1851 ; 
and the occasion was made a joyous festival 
in the Parish. About this time the south 
west corner of the block in the .rear of the 
Church, with a commodious brick house. front- 
ing on Bank Street, formerly owned by Hon. 


Heman Allen, came into the market. . It..was 
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a most desirable location for a Rectory, and ‘in 
order to secure it to the Parish for this purpose, 
Thomas H. Canfield, Richard G. Cole, Elias 
Lyman, William H. Wilkins, Jr., George B. Shaw, 
James I. Cutler, Timothy F. Strong, and Mrs. 
Fanny F. Deming advanced $5,500 and purchased 
it. It was held by them until 1862, and then 
turned over to the Parish for a part of the pur- 
chase price, the owners by their generous act 
having lost the interest on their investment in 
the meantime, which would have amounted to 
a sum equal to the principal. 

All through his long Rectorship, in spite of 
his arduous duties as Bishop, he never relaxed 
his zeal in pastoral work. He held two confirma- 
tions a year in Burlington, and the growth of the 
Parish was steady. 

The cost of enlarging the Church had burdened 
the Parish with a debt, which at the time had 
seemed insurmountable, but in September, 1855, 
the last of this was discharged. 
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In 1854 Bishop Hopkins formulated another 
plan for establishing schools to provide Church 
education within the Diocese, which had resulted 
so disastrously after his first attempt fourteen 
years before. His scheme met with not a little 
opposition, but finally resulted in the purchase 
of the Rock Point property for the location of a 
residence for the Bishop and Diocesan schools 
for both sexes. The task of raising a fund for 
this purpose was a difficult one, and the Bishop 
met with his first and principal encouragement 
in this direction in Saint Paul’s Parish, a wealthy 
member of which promptly subscribed five 
thousand dollars—a sum up to that time un- 
heard of in donations to Church objects in Ver- 
mont. Twelve others soon followed his example 
with smaller amounts but equal willingness, and 
eight thousand dollars of the amount needed 
was subscribed by Burlington Churchmen_be- 
fore the matter of the purchase was proposed 


to the Diocesan Convention. The convention 
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met in December and unanimously approved the 
resolution, ‘‘inasmuch as the people of Burling- 
ton had subscribed so large a portion of the 
sum necessary for the purpose.” But-the recol- 
lection of the complete failure of the Bishop’s 
former school in Burlington, caused serious mis- 
givings in the hearts. of many who at. first 
thought favored his second scheme. A strong 
reaction against the Bishop’s favorite project set 
in, the largest: subscriber to the fund withdrew 
his subscription, and a strong opposition was en- 
countered in Burlington. This was a bitter disap- 
pointment to the Bishop, but it did not deter him 
from continuing his efforts to consummate the 
plan by soliciting aid throughout the Diocese or 
even outside of it, if need be. His disappoint- 
ment in his own Parish and the long absences, 
which his efforts to secure contributions would 
necessitate, combined to induce him to resign 


the Rectorship. Accordingly, on Easterday he ter- 
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minated his Rectorship of twenty-six years, al- 
though he continued to officiate for some time 
afterward, his son, William Cyprian, supplying in 
his absence. 

The Bishop continued his energetic canvass to 
secure funds for the Diocesan schools at Rock 
Point and achieved such success that the Dio- 
cesan Convention of 1860 beheld the Vermont 
Episcopal Institute, the fine stone structure as it 
now stands, completed and ready for occupancy. 
In September of the same year the school was 
opened by his son, Rev. Theodore A.. Hopkins, 
who conducted it with marked success for the 
following twenty-one years. As soon as the 
practicability of Bishop Hopkins’ plan for Church 
schools was sufficiently assured, the Churchmen 
of Burlington accorded him their hearty support 
and have always, continued among the most liberal 


supporters of these institutions. 


22 SAINT Paut’s CHURCH. 


Rev. D. HiILLHouse BUEL. | 

Bishop Hopkins, assisted by his son, Rev. 
William C. Hopkins, continued to officiate until 
August 23d, 1857, when Rev. D. Hillhouse Buel, 
formerly Rector of Emmanuel Church, Cumber- 
land, Md., assumed the Rectorship ; he having 
been elected to that office on the 29th of May, 
preceeding. At this time there were over one 
hundred families connected with the Parish, and 
the number of communicants had reached nearly 
two hundred. In 1860, the. Church lot was en- 
closed by a high iron fence with ornamental 
gates at the main entrance and at the carriage 
driveway. The cost of this was largely borne 
by the ladies of the Parish. In 1861, Mrs. Zadock 
Thompson placed lightning rods upon the Church, 
but these were subsequently removed in accord- 
ance with a suggestion of the Bishop, who 
thought it safer to trust in Providence for pro- 
tection rather than in lightning rods. 


Rev. D. HitLHouse BUEL 
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The term of Mr. Buel’s Rectorship included 
the period of the Civil War, and the bitter dis- 
sensions over issues involved in the Rebellion, 
which threw the whole country into a frenzy 
of excitement, had an adverse influence upon 
the religious life of the time. But, notwith- 
standing these unfavorable conditions, the Parish 
made substantial progress during the nine years 
which Mr. Buel served as its Rector, and for 
some time previous to his resignation it had be- 
come evident that another enlargement of the 
Church would soon become: necessary. This 
was not accomplished, however, until after Mr. 
Buel had resigned his charge, which he did on 
Easter Monday, 1866. In the same year, a sub- 
scription paper was circulated to obtain funds 
for the purchase of an organ, to provide for 
the enlargement of the Church and also for re- 
pairs upon the Rectory. It was also the inten- 
tion to erect a house for the sexton, if the 
necessary funds could be secured. The ladies 
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courageously undertook the purchase of the 
organ, the cost of which was to be $4,300, 
raising finally about $800, which sum was sup- 
plemented by a gift of $3,500 from John P. and 
Daniel D. Howard, who had always been promi- 
nent in benefactions to the Parish. With this 
sum the present excellent organ, which is still 
the largest and finest in the State, was purchased 
of the well known organ builder, Johnson of 
Connecticut. 

After the retirement of Mr. Buel, the Vestry 
requested Bishop Hopkins to’ become acting Rec- 
tor, and this he consented to do. 

With his accustomed energy, Bishop Hopkins 
at once began the preparation of plans for the 
proposed alterations. The re-construction of the 
west end of the building with the preservation of 
the old nave, with its faults of outline, pro- 
portion, and low roof, was an architectual prob- 


lem difficult to solve satisfactorily. 


ge 
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The plan that seemed most feasible under the 
circumstances was to remove the west end, with 
the Chancel which had been added in 1851, and 
construct a new Chancel and build on transepts 
extending north and south from the nave ; thus 
making the Church cruciform in shape. This en- 
largement, it was thought at the time, would 
sufficiently increase the seating capacity to meet 
the present needs and provide amply for the fu- 
ture growth of the Parish, but the subsequent 
years have shown how greatly. their expectations 
for the future were exceeded. The nave was left 
as it was, and the added portions were built of the 
same material and designed to harmonize with 
it. The Bishop was well aware that his archi- 
tectural scheme was open to professional criti- 
cism ; but it is remarkable that so pleasing an 
effect, on the whole, was realized under such 
heavy disadvantages. 

The nave was extended fifteen feet to the west, 


and the transepts were eighty-four feet long, 
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from north to south, by thirty-six feet in width. 
An addition toward the west contained the Chan- 
cel with a small robing room on each side. 

The basement was extended under the entire 
building to accommodate the Sunday School ; and 
while the work of re-construction was in pro- 
gress the usual Sunday services were held in the 
basement. To increase the seating capacity still 
further, galleries were built on each side of the 
nave supported by clustered columns reaching to 
the roof. Galleries were also placed at the op- 
posite ends of the transepts. The enlarged 
Church provided 88o sittings. 

In the south wall of the nave a stained glass 
window, representing Saint James and Saint 
John was given by several members of the Parish 
in memory of the late Richard G. Cole and as a 
monument to his exalted Christian character and 
services to the Church. On Good Friday, 1868, 
Mrs. Fanny Deming, who had been for many 
years devoted to good works and one of the 
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most generous members of the Parish, presented 
the beautiful window in the north wall, on 
which are represented Saint Simon and Saint Jude. 
About the same time the children of Bishop 
Hopkins gave the present large window in the 
Chancel over the Altar, and the Bishop’s Throne ; 
the two costing about $1,200. The window re- 
presents scenes from the life of Saint Paul and 
was afterward made a memorial of the Bishop. 
The interior of the apsidal Chancel was ar- 
ranged somewhat after the Basilican plan, which 
the Bishop always considered the most ancient 
and artistically the most beautiful. The Altar, 
enclosed by the Communion rail, was placed 
near the center of the Chancel; behind it 
against the west wall was the Bishop’s Throne, 
and on each side of the Throne were seats in a 
semi-circle for the Clergy. A large part of the 
ornamental work ‘executed by the Bishop for the 
Chancel in 1851, including the six tablets, was 
preserved and used in the new Chancel. 
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Through the instrumentality of Mr. Thomas. H. 
Canfield, Mr. A. C. Spear and others, the re- 
mainder of the block south of the Church, occu- 
pied by Hon. M. L. Bennett as a homestead, 
was purchased November 16th, 1867, for $5,500, 
the buildings were removed, the grounds, in- 
cluding those in front of the Church, were 
graded, and the house previously bought was 
repaired for a Rectory. 

In connection with the work on the Church, 
a house for the sexton was built and the Rec- 
tory repaired. In all, about $32,000 was spent in 
Parish improvements, and a debt of $12,800 was 
incurred. 

The work was completed and the Church 
again ready for use at Easter, 1868. 

The successful accomplishment of the extensive 
improvements made on the Parish property dur- 
ing this period, was due in a large measure to 
the co-operation of the members of the Parish 
with the Bishop, who had immediate charge of 
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the work. But among those most prominent 
and actively concerned in the work, the services 
of Thomas H. Canfield were especially valuable 
and deserving of grateful and lasting remem- 
brance. The following extract from the ‘‘ Life 
of Bishop Hopkins” shows how highly his services 
were esteemed by the Bishop : ‘‘ The enlargement 
of the Church building was due entirely to the 
energy and indefatigable perserverance of Mr. 
Thomas H. Canfield, who, as one of the staunch- 
est friends of the Rector who had lately resign- 
ed, and as the son-in-law of the Bishop, rightly 
conceived that an exertion calling for the com- 
bined strength of the whole Parish would be 
more likely than anything else to produce har- 
mony .of feettip once mote. fh" So *a™ the 
same leadership secured the purchase of additional 
grounds atthe corner : so that the property of the 
Parish now includes a solid half block, on which 
stand the enlarged Church, the parsonage and 


sexton’s house, together with ample open space 


30 SAInT Paut’s CHURCH. 


for shade-trees.” From this it will be seen that 
Mr. Canfield’s object was two-fold: the de- 
velopment of the material interests of the Parish, 
and the improvement of its spiritual condition, 
by removing the effects of the disturbing influ- 
ences of the recent Civil War. Both of these 
objects were successfully accomplished. ; 

A festival in honor of Bishop Hopkins’ golden 
wedding anniversary was held during the session 
of the Diocesan Convention of 1866, in Saint 
Paul’s Church and was a notable event. 

Just before the opening of Divine Service, on 
Wednesday morning, the first day of the Con- 
vention, all being robed in the Sacristy, the Clergy 
of his Diocese presented him with a Pastoral 
Staff, of oak, carved and adorned with color, 
silver, gilt and enamel. In the crook was the 
figure of the Good Shepard, standing with a lamb 
in his arms and a sheep on either. side, all of 


silver. Eight enamelled medallions on the knob 
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gave the condensed Apostolic Succession from 
Saint Paul through Saint Augustine of Canter- 
bury, Matthew Parker and Bishop White. A few 
brief and well-chosen words of cordial feeling ac- 
companied the gift, which was declared to be 
for him and his successors in office; and it was 
then borne into the Chancel by one of the Clergy, 
and placed beside the Bishop’s Throne. This was 
first Pastoral Staff made in this country and pre- 
sented to one of our Bishops by his own Clergy. 
In accordance with the expressed desire of the 
donors, he bequeathed this Pastoral Staff to his 
successor ; and it was accordingly delivered to 
Bishop Bissell, the second Bishop of Vermont, on 
the day of his consecration. 

Many years previous, however, the Bishop’s 
old friend, Bishop Doane of New Jersey, had re- 
‘ceived as a personal gift from his friend Mr. 
Beresford Hope,— the munificent restorer of Saint 
Augustine’s, Canterbury,— a simple Pastoral Staff 
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carved of the oak that still remained sound, of 
the woodwork of that ancient monastery. 

For some time previous to 1867 Bishop Hop- 
kins had been considering a plan for a confer- 
ence of all the Bishops in communion with the 
Church of England, to be held at London, Eng- 
land. This plan, which subsequently resulted in 
the Lambeth Conferences, was finally matured 
and, as the Bishop would consequently be absent 
abroad for a long period, it was necessary to 
secure the services of another clergyman for the 
Parish. 


Rev. Epwarpb R. ATWILL. 


Accordingly on September 24th, 1867, Rev. 
Edward R. Atwill, of the Diocese of New York, 
was called to the Assistant Rectorship. Mr. 
Atwill began his duties in August and gave so 
much satisfaction that on November 5th, 1867, 
he was elected Rector with the approval and 
consent of the Bishop. 


Rt. Rev. BE. R. ATWILL. 
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Mr. Atwill was eminently fitted for the posi- 
tion to which he had been called. He was a 
gifted preacher, an excellent reader, and his per- 
sonal piety and thorough devotion to his work soon 
produced substantial results in the material inter- 
ests and spiritual condition of the Parish. In 1869, 
a vigorous canvass among the parishoners was 
made to discharge as much as possible of the 
Parish debt, which had been necessarily incurred 
by the improvements to the property completed the 
year previous. This canvass resulted in the pay- 
ment of $2,900, leaving a balance unpaid of 
$9,900. The next year, 1870, the Rector and 
Vestry set out with the determination to rid the 
Parish, if possible, of this burden. The parish- 
oners responded liberally, notwithstanding the 
demands made upon them but a short time pre- 
viously, and the entire amount of the indebtedness 
was secured by a general effort. The amounts 
subscribed extended from $1,500, which headed 
the list, down to $2.00, which was the last sub- 
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scribed. The Treasurer, Mr. V. P. Noyes, who 
was himself one of the two largest contributors, 
exhibited such remarkable energy that at the next 
Parish meeting a resolution of a most compli- 
mentary character was accorded him in recog- 
nition of his services. 

Ten years later, [1878], the organ was removed 
from the gallery at the east end of the Church 
to the floor of the north transept at the expense 
of Col. L. G. B. Cannon and Mr. V. P. Noyes. 
In 1884 a beautiful stone Chapel, costing $10,000, 
the generous gift of Mr. John P. Howard, was 
erected and connected with the south transept of 
the Church, the former Sunday School room was 
changed into Church parlors for the social meet- 
ings of the Parish, the interior of the Church was 
frescoed and the grounds adjacent to the Church 
and Chapel were coped with stone at the expense 
of Mr. John P. Howard. Previous to this, he 
had, at an expense of $2,000, removed the un- 
sightly and comparatively useless galleries. 


Rev. THEoporRE A. Hopkins. 
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Hon. E. J. Phelps gave to the Church a beautiful 


font in memory of a son who had recently died. 
The pine furniture was removed from the ‘Chancel 
and replaced with a carved oak Altar, presented 
by Mrs. B. B. Smalley; oak prayer desks, Altar rail, 
credence, and reredos. A handsome pulpit-lec- 
tern was presented by the Benevolent Society, 
who also gave the Altar rail and contributed 
toward the reredos. Rev. John H. Hopkins gave 
a very beautiful brass lectern, vases and Altar 
cross; Mr. Harry Cannon a fine book rest, of 
polished brass; Miss Arthur a. beautiful set of 
books; her brother, Lieutenant Arthur, a set of 
alms basins. The charities of the Parish were 
much increased through the zealous efforts of the 
Pastoral Aid Society and the Woman’s Missionary 
Society. 

Bishop Hopkins, accompanied by his son, Rev. 
John Henry Hopkins, Jr., sailed for England in 
August, 1867, to attend the conference of the 
Bishops of the Anglican Communion. He was 


30 SAINT PauL’s CHURCH 


absent abroad about a year, sailing on his return 
voyage Tuesday, October 1 5th, and arriving in 
New York, Thursday, October 31st, after a long 
and stormy voyage. For a long time the Bishop 
had been in declining health, and the rough voy- 
age across the Atlantic was a severe strain upon 
his weakened constitution. 

His first act on shore, on Thursday, October 
31st, was to relieve the anxious hearts at home 
by a telegraphic despatch ; and on Ail Saint’s 
Day, in the afternoon, he reached Burlington in 
safety. He found, to his grateful surprise, that 
nearly half the Clergy of his Diocese had assem- 
bled in Saint Paul’s Church to greet their Bishop. 
A little after six o’clock, the procession entered 
the Church, chanting the 122d Psalm, Letatus 
sum. The Te Deum was sung, and thanks were 
offered for a safe return from sea. An address 
of affectionate welcome was then presented on 
the part of the Clergy. The Bishop, in response, 


gave at some length an account of the Conference 
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and of the great work which it had accomplished ; 
closing with words of thankful content with his 
own position in Vermont, and with that of the 
American Church as compared with the English. 
The Encyclical Letter of the Conference was then 
read by one of the Clergy, all standing; the 
Gloria in Excelsis was sung by the whole congre- 
gation ; and after the Benediction, the 150th Psalm, 
Landate Dominum, was chanted as the Bishop and 
Clergy retired. 

Unmindful of his physical weakness, he at 
once began arrangements for a tour through the 
Diocese, visiting nearly all the Parishes under 
his jurisdiction. On Sunday, December rst, he 
preached for the last time in Saint Paul's Church ; 
taking for his text the words of the Royal Psalm- 
ist: ‘‘So teach us to number our days that we 


, 


may apply our hearts unto wisdom :” and what 
he said concerning his long service among them, 
and the giving over to the work to younger 


hands, and the near approach of the time of his 
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departure, was afterwards recalled by the people 
as bearing a deeper meaning than any of them 
dreamed at the time. ; 

He started the next day on his tour of paro- 
chial visitations returning home to spend Christmas 
Day, on which he celebrated the Holy Eucharist 
in the Chapel of the Institute. During his ab- 
sence he had contracted a severe cold, but never- 
theless, he continued the work which he had 
laid out to accomplish, and started on a trip 
through the northern part of the state. 


This involved much exposure to the extremely 
cold weather which then prevailed, and he con- 
tracted an additional cold which resulted in his 
death. 


He spent the second Sunday after Christmas in 
Plattsburgh, N. Y. In the morning he celebrated 
the Holy Communion for the last time. It was 
his Viaticum. At the evening service he delivered 
his last sermon on earth, on the words: « How 
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shall we escape, if we neglect so great salva- 
tion?” This was the closing of his public min- 
istry of forty-five years. 

The next day he returned to his home at Rock 
Point, and a brief illness of four days resulted 
in his death at two o’clock in the afternoon of 
Thursday, January gth, 1868. 

The sorrow at the event was profound and 
widespread; Churches in all parts of the country 
were draped in mourning; sermons were preached 
and addresses delivered. 

On the evening of Tuesday, January 14th, his 
body was taken from tbe Episcopal residence 
and conveyed to Saint Paul’s Church, where the 
funeral was held. It was laid in state in the 
tower porch. Four of the younger Clergy of the 
Diocese watched near by, in the nave of the 
Church, vested in surplice and stole, all the night 
long. At 9 o’clock on Wednesday morning the 
door was opened, and for three hours there was 
a constant stream of friends, high and low, rich 


40 SAINT PAUL’s CHURCH 


_and poor, one with another, who came to look 
for the last time upon his features, placid in death. 

At noon, the procession of five Bishops and 
nearly fifty surpliced clergy from eight Dioceses 
moved down the broad alley of the Church to- 
ward the porch, and the Bishop of Quebec began 
the service, while eight of the leading laymen. of 
the Diocese carried the body in their hands, the 
pall bearers being eight of the older clergy. The 
body was placed in the midst of the choir, facing 
the Altar. That was the first day on which the 
newly enlarged Church was opened, and it was 
not even then quite finished. The Altar window 
had not received its stained glass, and poured a 
flood of white light into the apsidal Chancel, 
giving exquisite brilliance to the flowers and the 
green that rested on the purple pall, and to the 
sweeping line of white-robed Bishops and Priests 
encircling the Altar and spreading down the choir 
on either side. There was no sign of mourning 
in the Chancel, except upon the empty Bishop’s 


Rt. Rev. W. H. A. Bissett, D. D. 


SAINT PauL’s CHURCH 4l 


chair at the crown of the apse. After the Lesson, 
the whole of the 212th Hymn was sung to a 


melody composed by the departed Bishop. 


The Communion Service was then begun; and, 
after the Nicene Creed, the Bishops of Quebec 
and Connecticut delivered addresses full of deep 
and loving appreciation. 

After the conclusion of the funeral services in 
the Church, the long procession of vested Clergy- 
men and choristers, accompanied by a vast crowd 
of people, proceeded to Elmwood Avenue Cem- 
etery, where the body of the beloved Bishop was 
laid at rest. 

Five years later the body of Bishop Hopkins 
was translated to Rock Point where a vaulted 
tomb had been prepared on the south end of 
Hemlock Hill, about midway between the Epis- 
copal residence and the Institute which he had 
founded. On the toth of June, 1873, while the 
Diocesan Convention was in session in Burling- 
ton, the Right Rev. Bishop Bissell, accompanied 

6 
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by the Clergy, choir, and people, solemnly bless- 
ed and consecrated the Cemetery at Rock Point. 
The body of Bishop Hopkins, having been dis- 
interred from its former place of burial, was then 
deposited in its present resting place, with ap- 
Propriate ceremonies, consisting of the 119th 
Psalm and several collects. ; 


In 1872, at an expense of about $3,000, there 
was erected above the hallowed spot, a large 


stone Cross, the symbol of that Faith for which 
he labored so zealously, and a fitting monument 
to ‘‘a faithful and wise servant.” 

Another memorable event, which occurred in 
Saint Paul’s Church and deserves mention in its 
history, was the special Convention called to 
choose a successor to the Bishopric of Vermont 
left vacant by the death of Bishop Hopkins. 
According to the Canons, the special Convention 
for the election of a new Bishop must be held 
as soon as the Standing Committee should judge 
convenient. The time appointed was March 
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11th, 1868, and the place selected was Saint 


Paul’s Church, Burlington; where, accordingly, 
it convened at the appointed time. 

There were present at that Convention 18 
Clergymen, and 57 lay delegates, representing 25 
Parishes. The Clergy nominated the Rev. Wil- 
liam Henry Augustus Bissell, D. D., Rector of 
Trinity Church, Geneva, of the Diocese of West- 
ern New York, a native of Vermont. The lay 
delegates confirmed his nomination by a majority 
of more than two-thirds of their number, and 
Dr. Bissell was thereupon officially declared elect- 
ed the second Bishop of Vermont. His Conse- 
cration occurred in Christ Church, Montpelier, 
in June of 1868. 

The period of Mr. Atwill’s Rectorship was a 
Prosperous and eventful one; it included many 
important gifts to the Parish; there was a steady 
increase each year in the number of communi- 
cants and a high standard of spirituality main- 
tained in the Parish. 
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To the great regret of the parishoners and 
people of the city as well, Mr. Atwill resigned 
to accept the Rectorship of Trinity Church, 
Toledo, Ohio. His resignation took effect on 
December 3d, 1881, and brought to a close his 
Rectorship of about fourteen years. 

He was succeeded by Rev. William C. Dawson, 
Rector of Saint Thomas’ Church, Hanover, N. H., 
who was elected Rector February 8th, 1882, but 
did not commence his duties until Easter follow- 
ing, the Parish meanwhile being in charge of 
Bishop Bissell, who greatly endeared himself to 
the congregation by the earnest, faithful devo- 


tion to its interests, which was so characteristic 
of all his work. 


Rev. WILLIAM C. Dawson. 


Mr. Dawson was gifted with rare intellectual 
endowments, and a man of learning and deep 
piety. He was formerly a Campbellite preacher, 
and at the time of his election to the Rectorship 


. DAWSON 
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of Saint Paul’s Church, had not been long in 
the Ministry of the Church. He was a strong 
Churchman and an enthusiastie advocate of High 
Church principles and practices. 

But Mr. Dawson’s impulsive temperament and 
ardent zeal for what he considered the best in- 
terests of the Church, sometimes perhaps carried 
him beyond the limits of proper discretion. 

In the pulpit, Mr. Dawson’s earnestness and 
ability were especially apparent, and his logical, 
convincing sermons exerted an attracting influ- 
ence upon many outside as. well as within the 
Church. He made a strong effort to elevate the 
standard of public worship by making the ser- 
vices more attractive to the people, more accep- 
table to God, and more in accord with a higher 
standard of churchmanship. Nearly all the changes 
which, with his somewhat impulsive energy he 
failed to effect, have since been inaugurated by 


more judicious methods. 
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Mr. Dawson’s health, which was not robust, 
was effected unfavorably by the severity of Ver- 
mont’s winters, and this was one cause of his 
resignation. During his Rectorship Mr. Daw- 
son, with the approval of the Vestry and the 
substantial aid of Mr. L. G. B. Cannon, organ- 
ized the vested male choir. The step at first en- 
countered much opposition but, soon after the 
change was made; gave general satisfaction, and 
the choir has since become a source of pride 
and pleasure to the Parish. 

November 1st, 1883, Mr. Howard again mani- 
fested his great interest in the welfare of the 
Parish by offering to replace the Rectory with a 
new stone building, provided the Parish would 
furnish it. The generous offer was at once ac- 
cepted, and the new Rectory, which cost $10,000, 
was ready for occupancy December 1 5th, 1884. 

Between the time of Mr. Dawson’s resignation 
and the election of the succeeding Rector, the 
Parish was in the temporary charge of Rev. Theo- 


Rev. J. IsHAM Buiss, D. D. 
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dore A. Hopkins. During his charge Mr. Hop- 
kins manifested the energy that was characteristic 
of him. He made a personal canvass of the in- 
dividuals and families connected with the Parish, 
and was generally of positive service to the 


Parish. 


Rev. J. IsHAm Buss, D. D. 


In the choice of a Rector to succeed Mr. 
Dawson, the Parish under God’s guidance made 
a wise selection. The Rev. J. Isham Bliss, 
D. D., who was at the time holding a profes- 
sorship in the University of Vermont, was asked 
to assume the Rectorship. 

A petition signed by a large number of the 
Parishoners was presented to the Vestry request- 
ing his election. In response to the desire of the 
Parishoners and the call of the Vestry, Rev. Dr. 
Bliss decided to accept the office of Rector, and 
entered upon his duties April 12th, 1885. 
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Rev. Dr. Bliss was peculiarly adapted and em- 
inently qualified for the difficult work which he 
had in hand. In view of the length and im- 
portance of Dr. Bliss’ Rectorship, a brief sketch 
of his life is given a place in this chronicle. He 
was born in Burlington, November tgth, 1830, 
and his early education was received in the pre- 
paratory schools of Burlington and Shelburne, sup- 
plemented by a classical course at the University 
of Vermont, from which institution he graduated 
in 1852. After his graduation he taught for some 
time in North Carolina. Being desirous to see 
the Old World, he subsequently spent about a 
year in Europe, Africa and Asia. 

In September, 1858, he was ordained to Diac- 
onate in Saint Paul’s Church, and in September, 
1860, was elevated to the Priesthood. He became 
Rector of Saint Luke’s Church, St. Albans in 1863, 
where he labored successfully until 1869, when he 


resigned his charge and again went abroad, re- 
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maining about a year. He then returned to Bur- 


lington and soon afterwards, in 1871, assumed 
the Rectorship of Saint Peter’s Church, Benning- 
ton, where he remained for four years. In 1860, 
Dr. Bliss was united in Holy matrimony with 
Ann Eliza Baxter, daughter of Carlos and Caro- 
line (Deming ) Baxter of Burlington. In 1875, 
he was tendered the Chair of Rhetoric and 
English Literature in the University of Vermont, 
which he held until 1885, when he resigned and 
began his labors as Rector of Saint Paul’s Church. 

On account of his long and close acquaintance 
with the Church people of Burlington and the 
high esteem and confidence which they had in 
him, Dr. Bliss was rightly considered to be better 
qualified perhaps than any other man, to accom- 
plish the difficult work which the condition of 
the Parish demanded. 

It was the wish and expectation of some of 
the parishoners who had been opposed to the in- 
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troduction of the surpliced choir, that Rev. Dr. 
Bliss, on assuming charge of the Parish, would 
dispense with the vested choristers and return to 
the mixed quartette choir; but this he considered 
it inadvisable to do, and the wisdom of his de- 
cision in retaining the surpliced choir has since 
been abundantly demonstrated. 

In 1885, it became necessary to secure the aid 
of an Assistant Minister to aid Dr. Bliss in the 
work of Saint Paul’s Parish and to conduct the 
services at Trinity Mission, Winooski, and Trinity 
Church, Shelburne; both of which were then de- 
pendent upon the Church at Burlington for min- 
istrations. The first Assistant Minister chosen was 
Rev. William B. Guion who continued in that 
office about a year. He was followed by Rev. 
Henry C. Hutchins, who served untilhis death, 
January 8th, 1887. | 


His successor was Rev. John B. Pitman, who 
held the position for two years, leaving in 1889. 
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The next Assistant was Rev. George H. Bailey, 
who resigned in 1890 to accept a Rectorship in 


Missouri. 


In the meantime, Rev. George Y. Bliss, the 
present Rector, having completed his clerical 
studies and been ordained Deacon, was elected 
Assistant to his uncle, Rev. Dr. Bliss, the Rector. 

In the year 1893 the Parish and Diocese, as 
well as the Church at large, met with a severe 
loss and bereavement in the death of Bishop 
Bissell. For several years previous, he had been 
in feeble health and finally succumbed to his 
physical infirmaties and entered into rest eternal 
in May, 1893. 

His funeral was held at Saint Paul’s Church 
on May 17th; and there were present beside the 
Clergy of the Diocese many Bishops and promi- 
nent Churchmen from a distance, who came to 
pay a last tribute of respect to the beloved 
Bishop of Vermont. 
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_ During the forenoon of the day on which the 

funeral took place, the body lay in-state in the 
vestibule of the Church and hundreds of people 
filed past the bier and looked for the last time 
upon the peaceful face of him who had labored 
so long and faithfully among them. At two 
o'clock in the afternoon the funeral services were 
held in the Church. The chancel, lecturn and 
pulpit were draped in purple, and in the vacant 
Biship’s Chair rested the Pastoral Staff, the em- 
blem of the Episcopal office, which Bishop Bis- 
sell had held for 25 years. 


The service was simple and unostentatious, in 
accordance with the wish of the late Bishop, but 
was an occasion of solemn dignity and impress- 
iveness. The procession, consisting of the Parish 
choir of twenty-six vested men and boys, the 
pall bearers, and the officiating Clergy, carried 
the purple casket containing the body, up the 
center alley to the Chancel; the opening sentences 
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of the Burial Office being read meanwhile by the 
Rev. A. B. Flanders, D.. D. The lesson was 
read by Bishop Potter of New York, and ap- 


pointed prayers were said by Bishop Niles of 
New Hampshire. The choir sang two. hymns, 
numbers 496 and 187, which were favorites of 
the late Bishop, and the service concluded with 
the Benediction, delivered by Bishop noms of 
Rhode Island. 

A long line of carriages attended the body to 
Lake. View Cemetery where the interment. oc- 
curred, At the grave the choir’ sang the anthem: 
‘‘] Heard a Voice,” and the Psalm De Profundis 
was chanted. The Committal Service was read 
by Bishop Neely of Maine. 

The honorary clerical bearers were the Rev- 
erends J. Isham Bliss, D. D., A. B. Flanders, D. D., 
Homer White, W. H. Collins, .E. H. Randall, and 
F. S$. Ockford. The pall bearers were the follow- 
ing laymen of the Diocese: H. H. Ross and F. CG. 
Kennedy of Burlington; E. P. Gilson and E. L. 
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Temple of Rutland; Albert Chapman of Middle- 
bury; J. P. Hoskins of Healdville, and C. E. 
Parker of Vergennes. The funeral arrangements 
were in charge of Rev. Lucius M. Hardy and 
Charles E. Allen, both of Burlington. 

For the election of a successor to Bishop Bis- 
sell, two Diocesan Conventions assembled in Saint 
Paul’s Church. The first was held June 21st, 
1893, and elected Rev. Dr. Samuel Hart of the 
Diocese of Connecticut, who declined to accept 
the office. The second Convention, which was 
held August 30th, of the same year, elected the 
present Bishop of Vermont, the Rt. Rev. Arthur 
GAs Hally D:D: 

The Consecration of Bishop Hall was another 
memorable event of which Saint Paul’s Church 
was the scene. It took place on the Feast of 
the Purification, February 2d, 1894, and the im- 
pressiveness and solemnity of the service made 


the occasion a notable one in the history of the 
Parish. 
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Long before the hour appointed for the ser- 
vice, the Church was filled to the limit of its 
capacity, and scores who were anxious to wit- 
ness the ceremony, were unable to gain admit- 
tance. At 11 o'clock in the morning the proces- 
sion entered the Church, the vested choir leading 
and singing the processional hymn, number 36; 
next followed the Clergy, two by two in the order 
of their rank: first the Priests and last the Bishops 
who were to officiate in the service of Consecra- 
tion. The Celebration of the Holy Communion 
was entirely choral, the Celebrant, Bishop Neely, 
intoning the prayers and the choir rendering 
Calkin’s Communion Service in G. The Consecra- 
tors were Bishop Neely of Maine, Bishop Niles of 
New Hampshire and Bishop Lawrence of Massa- 
chusetts. The Presenters were Bishop Grafton of 
Fond Du Lac, Wisconsin and Bishop Coleman of . 
Delaware, who also was the Preacher. The at- 
tending Presbyters were Rev. J. Isham Bliss, D. D.., 
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the Rector of the Parish, and Rev. Lucius Water- 
man, D. D., of the Diocese of New Hampshire. 
The Master of Ceremonies was Rev. William F. 
Weeks of Brandon. 

The musical part of the service was faultlessly 
rendered by the regular choir of the Parish, and 
their work well earned for them the abundant 
praise which it received. 

During the term of Dr. Bliss’ Rectorship, sev- 
eral important gifts were made to the Parish. 

The will of the late Harry LeGrand Cannon, 
whose active personal interest in the Parish had 
already been repeatedly shown in many ways, 
provided for the purchase of a chime of bells to 
be placed in the tower of the Church. In ac- 
cordance with the bequest, a chime of nine bells, 
chromatically tuned, was installed in the belfry 
in place of the old bell. The combined weight 
of the bells was 7300 pounds, and Mr. Cannon’s 
benevolent act made Saint Paul’s Church the first 
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in the Diocese to have a chime. The bells were 
blessed September 23d, 1895, a special service of 
dedication set forth by Bishop Hall, being used 
for the occasion. 

Not long before his death, Mr. Harry Cannon 
had previously given a large Bible for the lecturn 
and a pair of large brass vases for the Altar. 

At about this time two valuable chalices were 
given by a devoted lady of the Parish, who 
also, in connection with her sister, gave a silver 
paten. 

The thoughtful liberality of Col. L. G. B. Can- 
non was again manifested and the Church property 
materially increased and beautified at the cost 
of $7,000, by the gift— first, on November rst, 
1892, of the late Dr. H. H. Atwater homestead, 
adjoining the Church grounds on the north and 
fronting on Pine street,—and second, on March 
3oth, 1893, of the lot north of the Church and 
fronting on St. Paul street. The Atwater house 
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‘was thoroughly repaired for use as a residence 
for the Assistant Minister. 

The fall of 1898 found the Rector in such 
delicate health that the parishoners were appre- 
hensive of the results of his remaining in Ver- 
mont during the trying winter weather. 

They accordingly tendered him a leave of 
absence so that he might spend the winter in a 
more congenial climate ; his salary, in meantime, 
being continued. This magnanimous offer, Dr. 
Bliss gratefully accepted and spent the winter of 
1899 in California, leaving the Parish in charge 
of Rev. George Y. Bliss, the Assistant Minister. 

In 1892 the organ was thoroughly overhauled 
and modernized at an expense of about $850. 
The old fashioned, narrow scale pedal-board was 
replaced with a new one of the approved broad 
scale type. The stops, which were formerly 
placed on each side of the key boards, were 
changed to a more accessible location and ar- 
ranged in banks at each end of the manual with- 


Interior of the Church and Chancel 
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in easy reach of the organist. Several of the 
old stops, which were comparatively useless, were 
taken out and more practical ones substituted; 
new key boards, combination pedals, and a bal- 
anced swell were put in, and the organ put in a 
thoroughly first-class condition. 

Owing to continued ill health Dr. Bliss, in the 
spring of 1899, requested the Parish to accept 
his resignation, as he considered himself physi- 
cally incapable of continuing the administration 
of the affairs of the Parish. 

His retirement was a source of sincere regret 
to every member of the Parish, but the circum- 
stances which caused it were beyond human 
control, and the Parish was obliged to accept his 
resignation which took effect on the first of 
May, 1899. 

During the fourteen years which Dr, Bliss held 
the office of Rector, he had discharged his duties 
with unsparing energy and zeal; and, under 
God’s guidance, the period brought to a close 


60 SAINT Paut’s CHURCH. 


by his resignation, had been one of unbroken 
| prosperity and harmony in the Parish. In addi- 
tion to his parochial work, Dr. Bliss has been 
for many years connected with various educa- 
tional boards of the Diocese of Vermont. For a 
long period he has acted as both President and 
a member of the Diocesan Standing Committee, 
and for eight consecutive terms was elected a 
deputy to the General Convention of the Church 
in the United States. 

At the beginning of Dr. Bliss’ Rectorship there 
were connected with the Parish 220 families, 
numbering 860 souls and the number of com- 
municants was 427. At the close of his Rector- 
ship the number of families was 281, comprising 
1123 souls, and the number of communicants 
had increased to 607. 

The choice of a new Rector to succeed Rev. 
Dr. Bliss was not a difficult matter. It was evi- 
dent to the minds of the parisoners that no one 


could be found better fitted to continue the suc- 


Rev. Georce Y. Buiss. 
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cessful administration of the affairs of the Parish, 


Or no one more worthy and capable of the Rec- 
torship than the Rev. George Y. Bliss. Accord- 
ingly, on the 16th day of May, 1899, he was 
elected Rector. 


Rev. GeorcE Y. BLIss. 


The present Rector was born in Shelburne, Vt., 
on March 12th, 1864. He was the son of George 
and Mary Adelaide [Stevens] Bliss and a nephew 
of Rev. J. Isham Bliss, D. D., whom he succeeded 
in the office of Rector of Saint Paul’s Church. The 
early years of his life were passed in Shelburne, 
and later in Brandon; from whence, in 1875, he 
removed with his parents to Santa Barbara, Cali- 
fornia. Ten years later he returned to his native 
State and entered the University of Vermont, from 
which institution he graduated in 1889. In the 
autumn of the same year, he entered the General 
Theological Seminary in New York City. The 
summer of 1890 he spent in travel abroad, visit- 
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ing England and the Continent. He completed 
his Seminary course in 1892, and received the 
degree of Bachelor of Divinity. 

On November 15th, 1893, Mr. Bliss was mar- 
ried to Catherine L. Shattuck of Burlington, the 
wedding taking place in Saint Paul’s Church. 

Immediately after graduating, Mr. Bliss returned 
to Burlington, and on the following Sunday, 
[Trinity Sunday]-June 12th, 1892, he was ordained 
to the Diaconate in Saint Paul’s Church, by Bishop 
Bissell. ; 

At this time the office of Assistant Minister 
was vacant, Rev. George H. Bailey having re- 
signed a short time previous. Mr. Bliss was 
elected to this office, in addition to his work in 
Burlington, being in charge of Trinity Mission, 
Winooski. 

Before beginning his duties as Assistant Min- 
ister, Mr. Bliss visited his family in California, 
and while there performed his first ministerial 
acts. Returning East, he began his work at Saint 
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Paul’s Church on Sunday, the 11th of September. 


He remained in the Diaconate a little less than a 
year, when he was Ordained to the Priesthood 
by Rt. Rev. Bishop Neely of New Hampshire; 
Bishop Bissell having died since Mr. Bliss’ first 
Ordination. 

During Mr. Bliss’ service as Assistant Minister, 
his labors were most acceptable to the Parish 
and in harmonious accord with those of Dr. 
Bliss, the Rector. 

The success with which the work of the Parish 
has been carried on is due in no small degree to 
the various parochial organizations. The two 
that have been longest in existence are the Ladies’ 
Society and the Pastoral Aid Society; both of 
which are about thirty years old and were or- 
ganized at about the same time. 

The Ladies’ Society includes in its member- 
ship roll, all the ladies connected with the Parish, 
whether communicants of the Church or not. 
The work of this Society has always been con- 
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spicuously effective at times when special effort 
was needed on the part of the Parish. The ex- 
cellent work it accomplished on several of these 
occasions has been already referred to in this 
history. At the time the new Chapel was built, 
the value of this Society was particularly mani- 
fest, and by its efforts the organ was purchased 
and a large part of the furnishings provided. ~ 

During the past few years its efforts have been 
directed in behalf of a fund to provide a free 
bed at the Mary Fletcher Hospital, where the sick 
of the Parish can have proper care and treat- 
ment. The Society has already secured a con- 
siderable portion of the amount needed for this 
worthy purpose. At present its efforts are being 
directed in behalf of the fund to build the new 
Parish House and to make the intended altera- 
tions and enlargement of the Church. One func- 
tion of this Society is to care for the social en- 
tertainment of the Parishoners, and this duty has 
always been discharged in an eminently satisfac- 
tory and fitting manner. 
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Another organization equally worthy of praise 
and credit for its services to the Parish, is the 
Pastoral Aid Society. As the name implies, its 
function is to assist the Clergy in pastoral work, 
especially in providing for the physical necessi- 
ties of those parishoners who need help. 

The Society holds regular fortnightly meet- 
ings during a large part of the year, at which 
clothing is made for needy parishoners. . These 
meetings are also devotional in character. While 
the members are engaged in sewing, one of 
their number reads aloud from some religious 
or devotional book, and the session closes with 
a short devotional service conducted by the 
Rector or his Assistant. 

About 20 years ago was founded Saint Paul’s 
Branch of the Women’s Auxiliary to the Board 
of Missions. This organization, commonly called 
the Women’s Auxiliary, has always been one of 
the strongest and most efficient of the kind in the 
Diocese. Besides collecting a considerable sum 
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for the Diocesan Missionary Fund, and contri- 
buting liberally to the Triennial United Offering 
for Missions, the society sends each year her 
large boxes to foreign missionary stations. The 
value of these two boxes is between $250 and 
$300. Working in connection with the Women’s 
Auxiliary there is a Junior Branch, which was 
organized some years ago by a few devout 
Church women and has continued to be of 
effectual aid in the work for missions. 

The Girls’ Friendly Society was organized by 
Mrs. H. H. Atwater and Mrs. W. B. Carpenter 
about five years ago. It meets on Thursday 
evenings of each week and does much effective 
work for the Parish. 

A parochial chapter of Saint Andrew’s Brother- 
hood was chartered in 1888 and was among the 
first 100 chartered in this country. Its work 
among young men has been prosecuted with 
considerable energy and with varying degrees of 
success as the opportunity was offered. 
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The youngest of the parochial organizations 
and at the same time one of the most active 
and efficient, is the Altar Guild, which was 
organized in May, 1897. In general, its function 
is ‘‘to take due and reverent care of the Altar 
and its appointments.” The scope of its work, 
however, is much broader than this would indi- 
cate and is not limited to the care of the Altar 
alone, but includes the greater part of the work 
formerly carried on by Saint Paul’s Guild, which 
is now no longer in existence. 

The Guild takes charge of the Altar vestments 
and linen, furnishing new articles whenever they 
are needed ; it assists in the care of the cassocks 
and cottas worn by the choir and of the sur- 
plices worn by the Clergy: it furnishes and 
arranges the flowers for the Altar on all Sundays 
and Holy Days during the year, and when the 
flowers have served their purpose in the Church 


carries them to the sick or aged of the Parish. 
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To do this work, two members of the Guild 
are appointed to serve one month, their duties 
being to prepare the Altar and Chancel for all 
services held during the period of their service, 
and to take charge of the sacred vessels and 
Altar ornaments and keep them in proper con- 
dition. 

The Guild is composed of two classes of mem- 
bers: active and associate. The associate mem- 
bers are not required to do any actual work, but 
pay annual dues of one dollar each, which goes 
to support the work. 

In the autumn of 1899, Rev. Thomas Worrall 
was elected Assistant Minister of the Parish. 


Rev. THOMAS WoRRALL. 


Mr. Worrall graduated from Saint Stephen’s 
College, Annandale, N. Y., in the class of 1808, 
and soon afterwards accepted temporary work at 
Christ Church, Port Henry, N. Y.. While there 
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he was elected Curate of the Church of the Holy 
Comforter, Poughkeepsie, N. Y., under the Rec- 
tor, Rev. Dr. Crary. 

The summer of 1899, Mr. Worrall spent in 
European travel, and soon after his return to this 
country was called to his present office as As- 
sistant Minister of Saint Paul’s Parish. 

The first meeting of the Vestry called by the 
Rector after his election was held on October 
5th, 1899 ; and during its session the subject of 
enlarging the Church building was brought up 
and generally discussed. This led to a generous 
proposition which was made by Ole; Er 
Cannon. 

He offered to give one-third of the amount 
required to construct a Parish House, enlarge the 
Chancel of the Church and add a stone belfry 
to the tower in place of the present one of wood 


which is considered unsafe as well as unsightly. 


70 Saint PauL’s CHURCH 


This gift was offered on the condition that the 
Parish should raise the remaining two-thirds of 
the sum before May 1st, 1900. This proposition 
encouraged the Vestry in the undertaking, and 
they at once sought the advice of R. Clipston 
Sturgis, the well known church architect of 
Boston, who designed the Bishop’s residence at 
Rock Point. 

Mr. Sturgis came to Burlington and made a 
survey of the Church building and the site of 
the proposed Parish House. He then submitted 
preliminary sketches suggesting a design for the 
Parish House and plans for the enlargement of the 
Chancel. These plans will, with some changes, 
probably be carried out in the work. 

The proposed Parish House is to be construct- 
ed of stone, designed to harmonize with the 
Church. It is to be situated west of the Church 
and connected with it by a cloister. On the 


first story will be a spacious assembly room 
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having a seating capacity of between 350 and 
400. This will be used as a general assembly 
room for the Sunday School and for various 
Parish gatherings. The second story will con- 
tain six smaller rooms to be used for the Bible 
classes, the Sunday School library and for week- 
day meetings of the parochial societies. Apart- 
ments will he provided in the third story for 
the Curate. 


There will be a large basement under the entire 
building and in it will be installed a central heat- 
ing plant. This will be used to heat the Parish 
House, Church and Chapel, and will do away 
with the six furnaces now required to heat the 
Church and Chapel. The alterations in the west 
end of the Church will be quite extensive. The 
present Chancel will be torn down and a large 
addition extending about 20 feet farther toward 


the west will be constructed. 
The new Chancel will be sufficiently large to 


72 SAINT PAUL’sS CHURCH. 


accommodate the choir, and new choir stalls 
will be provided for this purpose. 

The organ will be removed from its present 
position and placed in an organ chamber pro- 
vided for it at the right of the Chancel. This 
will bring the organist near the choir and be a 
decided improvement over the present inconven- 
ient arrangement. The added portion. will also 
contain a Sacristy and choir room, and when the 
alterations are completed the procession of choir- 
isters and clergy will enter the Church from a 
passage way at the left of the Chancel instead 
of from the Chapel, as at present. 

The platform, which was built in front of the 
Chancel to accommodate the Choir, will be re- 
moved and the space thus gained will add some- 
what to the seating capacity of the Church. 

Under the last two Rectors there has been a 
considerable increase in the number of services 
and a substantial improvement made in the de- 


‘votional character of the public worship. 
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The Holy Communion was formerly celebrated 
monthly at the mid-day service on the first Sun- 
day of the month. While Dr. Bliss was Rector, 
he inaugurated the early Celebrations now held 
regularly every Sunday and on all Holy Days 
throughout the Christian Year. During the Lenten 
season frequent Celebrations of the Holy Euchar- 
ist are held and Morning and Evening Prayer are 
said daily. On the greater festivals, notably Easter 
and Christmas, the Holy Communion is celebrat- 
ed twice and the number who receive the Sacra- 
ment on these occasions is very large and increases 
year by year. Evening Prayer is said in the 
Chapel Wednesdays and Fridays of each week 
throughout the year, and the attendance at the 
public services in general shows a most satis- 
factory increase and furnishes abundant evidence 
that these means of grace are appreciated and 
appropriated by the parishoners, and are exer- 
cising a strong influence upon the spiritual life 
of the, Parish. 
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Although Saint Paul’s Church has never been 
formally made the Cathedral of the Diocese of 
Vermont; yet, since Bishop Hopkins established 
his Throne in its Chancel, it has served many of 
the purposes of a Cathedral Church. and each 
successive Bishop, particularly Bishop Hall, has 
taken an active interest in the work of Saint 
Paul’s Parish. : 

Since the Diocese of Vermont was founded 
sixty-nine Diocesan Conventions have been held, 
and of this number twenty-six have assembled 
within the walls of Saint Paul’s Church. 

Although the increase in the number of com- 
municants is not an accurate indication of spirit- 
ual growth, yet it is gratifying to note that the 
communicant list of the Parish has increased from 
forty-eight in the year 1832, to nearly seven 
hundred at the beginning of 1900, which is a 
much larger percentage of increase than that of 


the population of Burlington during the same 


<j 


RT REV. ‘Ay Guat Bal DPD: 


SAINT PAUL'S CHURCH 05 


period. The seven Rectors, who have presided 
over the Parish during its existence, have all been 
men of exemplary Christian character, scholarly 
attainments and marked ability. One, the Rev. 
E. R. Atwill, has, since resigning the Rectorship, 


been consecrated Bishop of Western Missouri. 


Rr. Rev. ARTHUR CRasHAY ALLISTON Hatt, D. D. 


In view of the present Bishop’s close relation 
with the work of the Parish a brief biographi- 
cal sketch of his life is included in this history. 

Arthur Crashay Alliston Hall was born April 
12th, 1847, at Baifield, Berkshire County, England. 

His education was received at Brighton College 
and later at Christ Church, Oxford, where he 
graduated in 1869. The following year he was 
ordained Deacon and a year later, in 1871, was 
elevated to the Priesthood by the Bishop of 


Oxford. ; 
Soon afterward he joined the Society of Mission 


76 SAINT PAUL’S CHURCH 


Priests of Saint John, the Evangelist, a monastic 
order known as the Cowley Fathers whose 
Mother house is situated at Cowley near Oxford. 

In 1873 Father Hall came to this country and 
was one of the staff of Priests of the Church of 
the Advent, Boston, which was then in charge of 
the Order of Saint John, to which Father Hall 
belonged. 

He remained in this position until 1882, when 
he was given charge of the Mission Church of 
Saint John the Evangelist, Boston, which was 
the head of the Society of Saint John in this 
country. Subsequently he was recalled to Eng- 
land and remained there until his election to the 
Bishopric of Vermont on August 3oth, 1893, 
when he was released by the Society to enable 
him to accept the Episcopal office. He returned 
at once to America and was Consecrated in 
Saint Paul's Church, February 2nd, 1894. He 
was enthusiastically welcomed on his return to 
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the United States, and his labors in the Episcopate 


have been eminently fruitful of results in his 
own Diocese and have made him a prominent 
figure in the American Church. 
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(This historical sketch is not claimed to be an entirely original 
work but is to a considerable extent a compilation of facts taken 
from: various sources ; in some cases the exact language being quoted ) 
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